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Plastics - an integral part of manufacturing The Plastics Industry in Europe accounts for: 

A strategic partner for economic recovery and sustainable growth in Europe 

The European plastics industry is 
working towards ‘Zero Plastics to 
Landfill in Europe’ to prevent the 

loss of huge amounts of resources 
and reduce the risk of litter. 

A 5% reduction in the weight of  

the bodywork of a car through  

the use of plastics can translate 
into an average 3% reduction in 

fuel consumption. 

Compared with alternative  

packaging materials, plastics  

packaging helps more than  

double the energy resource  

efficiency of a product. 

http://www.plasticseurope.org/
http://www.plasticsconverters.eu/


We firmly believe that investment in and promotion of the plastics industry can help stimulate resource  

efficiency, drive economic growth and create high quality employment opportunities. 

Despite all these assets, the plastics industry is not the only manufacturing sector finding itself under significant 

competitive pressure vis-à-vis lower cost economies, and facing critical challenges unique to doing business in 

Europe. We call on the support of policymakers to tackle these challenges. 

Challenge 2 

Declining number of science             

graduates and technical apprentices 

Challenge 1 

Higher energy prices and  

restricted access to raw materials 

Challenge 4 

Lack of coherence in EU environment,  

energy and industry policies 

Challenge 3 

Reduced investment in                           

manufacturing sectors 

Challenge 5 

Landfilling of 9.6 million tonnes of  

plastic waste in Europe in 2012  
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